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EXDIS, FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINS, LE, IS, UN 

SUBJECT: SARKIS MESSAGE ON UN FORCE FOR SOUTH LEBANON 

REE: (A) TEL AVIV 1614, (B) USUN 650, (C) BEIRUT 865 

1. UNDER SECRETARY HABIB RECEIVED ARAB LEAGUE ENVOY 
GHASSAN TUEINI MARCH 8. SUBJECT OE POSSIBLE UN PEACE- 
KEEPING FORCE AROSE IN COURSE OE CONVERSATION WITH OTHERS 
PRESENT. UNDER SECRETARY TOLD TUEINI THAT ISRAELIS HAD 
EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS RE IDEA ON OCCASION OF OUR INITIAL 
SOUNDING. WHEN TUEINI INQUIRED IF ISRAELI OPPOSITION 
WAS FINAL, HABIB SAID IT HAD CERTAINLY BEEN NEGATIVE AND 
SECRET 
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WE WOULD HAVE TO WAIT EOR SARKIS'S DECISION TO PURSUE IDEA 
TO TEST EIRMNESS OF ISRAELI POSITION. TUEINI REMAINED 
BEHIND WITH HABIB EOR FEW MOMENTS TO PASS PRIVATE MESSAGE 
FROM SARKIS. TUEINI SAID SARKIS HAD ASKED HIM TO STRESS 
THAT HE (SARKIS) WAS VERY SERIOUS ABOUT UN FORCE FOR SOUTH 
LEBANON AND WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH PARKER AETER HIS RETURN 
FROM CAIRO TO PURSUE IDEA. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER SARKIS 
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HAD COMMUNICATED WITH TUEINI FROM CAIRO, BUT IT SOUNDS 
LIKELY. 

2. FYI. PRIMIN RABIN, IN CONVERSATION WITH SECRETARY 
HERE, HAS REACTED TO CONCEPT OP UN PORCE IN A GENERALLY 

NEGATIVE AND SKEPTICAL WAY, SAYING HE DID NOT THINK A 
UN PORCE WAS THE SOLUTION. WE BELIEVE YOU SHOULD SIMPLY 
LISTEN TO WHATEVER SARKIS MAY TELL YOU ABOUT THE ATTITUDES 
OP THE MARONITES, PALESTINIANS, SYRIANS, AND OTHER ARAB 
GOVERNMENTS TOWARDS THE UN PORCE. THESE ATTITUDES WOULD 
COLOR WHATEVER WE CAN SAY IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTIONS 
ORIGINALLY POSED TO YOU BY BOUTROS (BEIRUT 865). YOU MAY, 
HOWEVER, DRAW ON USUN 650 TO DESCRIBE SELECTIVELY 
URQUHART'S VIEWS ABOUT THE TECHNICAL PEASIBILITY OF 
PUTTING TOGETHER A FORCE. IN MENTIONING ISRAEL'S 
NEGATIVE ATTITUDE, YOU SHOULD MAKE CLEAR THAT WE HAVE 
TAKEN ONLY PRELIMINARY SOUNDINGS PENDING THE LEBANESE 
DECISION ON WHETHER THEY WILL MOVE PORWARD WITH CONCEPT 
AND HAVE COME TO NO CONCLUSIONS OP OUR OWN UNTIL WE HAVE 
CLEARER IDEA OP WHAT GOL HAS IN MIND AND WHETHER IT PLANS 
TO PURSUE THIS IDEA. 

VANCE 
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